
14th Annual State of the State Luncheon
Mental Health & Wellness

Keynote Speaker
Missy Franklin

Colorado’s own 5x Olympic Gold Medalist & 11x World Champion, Missy Franklin,  
will be the featured speaker at the upcoming State of the State Lunch.  

She will share her path to becoming an Olympic champion, her perspective on  
the state of the Olympics for the participating athletes,  and her own mental health journey.

Remarks by Governor Jared Polis

Kim Christiansen – 9News Anchor, Emcee

Thursday, March 10, 2022
Hyatt Regency DTC, 7800 E Tufts Ave, Denver CO

Free Symposium 8:30-11:30 AM

Luncheon 12:00-1:30 PM

Register at sos.dserotary.org  

Registration Deadline: Monday, March 7, 2022

 Presented By
Rotary Club of Denver Southeast, Rotary District 5450

 & Rotarians for Mental Health  
Welcoming Guests, Community Leaders and Mental Health Advocates and Providers

The Rotary Club Of Denver Southeast
Rotary District 5450

Rotarians for Mental Health



The Rotary Club Of Denver Southeast
Rotary District 5450

Rotarians for Mental Health

14th State of the State Luncheon
Mental Health Symposium – Youth Mental Health Crisis

8:30 – 9:00 am – Hotel Ground Floor – Coffee &  
Conversation

9:00 am – 10:05 am
Wind Star A – Talking to Teens About Mental Health: 
How Having the Conversation Can Benefit Teens, 
Adults & Communities - Kari Eckert, Robbie’s Hope 
Foundation, Executive Director and Robbie’s Mom,  
(Robbie’s Hope)

Wind Star B –Question, Persuade, Refer: Preventing 
Youth Suicide - Sam Taylor, LCSW, Jefferson Center  
for Mental Health, Manager of Community  
Engagement (Jefferson Center) 

Highlands Amphitheatre – Youth in Recovery: Panel  
of Young Adults Talk About Their Lived Experiences  
as Teens and Later Recovery - Moderated by Trina 
Faatz, MA, Program Founder/Director  
(Reach Out for Change) 

10:05 am – 10:25 am – Hotel Ground Floor –  
Coffee & Conversation

10:25 am – 11:30 am
Wind Star A – When it Doesn’t Go Away: Trauma,  
Our Students and Our Classrooms - Tara Butler,  
MS-Curriculum/Instruction & Special Education,  
Mental Health Center of Denver, Skyline Day Treat-
ment School, Special Education Director (MHCD)

Wind Star B – Youth Suicide Risk and Youth  
Driven Mitigation Techniques – Erin Ralston,  
LPC, Aurora Mental Health Center, Director of Access,  
Residential and Homeless Services and Suicide  
Prevention Coordinator (AuMHC) 

Highlands Amphitheatre – Next Steps for the Adoles-
cent Marijuana Epidemic - Christian Thurstone, MD, 
Denver Health and University of Colorado School of 
Medicine (Dr. Thurstone)

11:30 am – End of Symposium – if you registered for 
the Luncheon, please check-in

•  Thursday, March 10, Hyatt Regency Denver Tech  
Center, 7800 E Tufts Avenue, Denver, Ground Floor

•  Free and Open to the Public, Optional Registration  
for the Symposium at here

•  Presented by Rotarians for Mental Health, R4MH, in 
conjunction with Rotary District 5450 State of the  
State Luncheon presented by the Rotary Club of  
Denver Southeast

Last May, Children’s Hospital declared that Youth 
Mental Health was in a State of Emergency.    
Suicide has become the leading cause of death 
for Colorado’s children.   The pandemic has  
created chronic stress that has interrupted their devel-
opment.   Our kids are mostly back in school … for now 
… but we have not given them adequate resources to 
catch up, resume their education and excel … they’re 
stressed by the continuing mask controversy … and 
now Omicron is presenting new challenges. Rotarians 
can help our youth deal with these challenges.

Content Sponsors
•  Robbie’s Hope

•  Jefferson Center for  
 Mental Health

•  Youth in Recovery

• Mental Health Center  
 of Denver

•  Aurora Mental Health  
 Center

•  Denver Health and  
 University of Colorado  
 School of Medicine

Financial Sponsors
• Hayes Family Foundation

•  Rotary Club of Denver  
 Southeast

•  Rotary Club of Denver

•  Mental Health Partners

•  AllHealth Network 

•  Boulder Rotary Club

•  Boulder Valley 
 Rotary Club

•  Rotary Club of Golden

https://robbies-hope.com/
https://robbies-hope.com/
https://www.jcmh.org/
https://www.reachoutforchange.com/
https://mhcd.org/access-services/
https://www.aumhc.org/
https://drthurstone.com/ 
http://sos.dserotary.org
https://r4mh.org/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/about/news/2021/may-2021/youth-mental-health-state-of-emergency/

